
Submission Identifier Code:155 
 
Full Title For Entry: Yom HaShoah Holocaust Programming 
 
Entry Category:  Holocaust Remembrance 
 
Contact Person to be listed on Torch Award CD: Darryl Temkin 
 
E-Mail Address to be listed on Torch Award CD: DOTPILL@aol.com 
 
Club Number 614; Club Name: North Suburban Synagogue Beth El Men's Club 
 
Number of Club Members: 170 
 
Synagogue name, city and state: North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Highland Park, 
Illinois 
 
Club President Name at Time of Entry:  Darryl Temkin 
 
Club President Name at Time Convention: Darryl Temkin 
 
Person Preparing Entry: Darryl Temkin 
 
E-Mail Address of Person Preparing Entry: DOTPILL@aol.com 
 
Date of Entry of Submission:  April 1, 2007 
   
 
 
Part III  SELF ASSESSMENT OF ENTRY 
 

1. Assess program procedural completeness and achievement of program goals 
 Each year the Men’s Club seeks to have speakers and programming for 
 Holocaust remembrance in conjunction with the Yellow Candle program. The 
 programming these past two years have exceeded our goals. 
 
2. Explain presentation and documentation completeness 

 In conjunction with the narrative outlining the events and programs that make up 
 the Yom HaShoah Programming we have included synagogue bulletins 
 announcing the events, a letter sent by the Rabbis in conjunction with the 
 distribution of the Candles, an envelop sent requesting contributions, a 
 newspaper report of the Concentration Camp visitation scholarships, and a 
 photograph of the Student Presenters 

 
3. Achievements of program goals, publicity, marketing and advanced planning 



 The program exceeded the goals we had set.  Coverage in the local newspaper of 
 our scholarship program as well as a report by the student presenters in the 
 newspaper and synagogue bulletin publicized our program and the education of 
 the teenagers about the Shoah. 
 
4. Does the program enhance the image of the FJMC, region and/or your club 

 The scholarship program is exceedingly important to the men’s club, not only for 
 what it accomplishes, but also because it provides feed back to those members 
 who have contributed funds to the Candle program for many years.  The 
 scholarships are funded from the Candle program contributions and members get 
 to see how those contributions have been put to use. 

 
5. Did you include information so other clubs can use this program 
 Yes 
 
6. What is its value in club building-number of named club members participating 

vs. club size and shul size 
 The events and programs that make up the Yom HaShoah Holocaust programs are 
 attended by synagogue members at large.  The families whose children made the 
 visits to the Concentration Camps as well as their friends attend the program 
 where the children report on the trip and its impact on them.  Holocaust 
 programming and the Yellow Candle program are meant for the synagogue and 
 the Jewish community at large, and not just the Men’s Club. 

 
7. What is the effect on club administration—grooming of new officers for club, 

shul, or region 
 The program enhances the reputation and image of the Men’s Club.  The past 
 chairman of Beth El Men’s Club Yom HaShoah program is the current Executive 
 Vice President of the Midwest Region.  The idea to enlist the Rabbi to send a 
 letter supporting the Candle program was shared with the other clubs in the 
 Midwest Region and FJMC 
 
8. Identification of source of program or practice and description of unique aspects. 

Most programs were not invented out of the blue, but evolved. Help us 
understand where it came from. 

 The candle program developed by the FJMC is the foundation for the Yom 
 HaShoah programming of the Beth El Men’s Club. With that foundation we have 
 developed programming, including the scholarship program and speaker 
 programs to further Holocaust study 

 
 
9. Identification of this program as an adaptation of a previous Torch Award entry 

or other program.  Awards will be given for implementations that are particularly 
effective.  The original sources of the programs will be most pleased to know that 
their efforts have borne fruit 



  Beth El’s Men’s Club Holocaust programming has the FJMC Candle  
  program as its core.  
 
10. Identification of the part of the programming effort attributable to the  
  men’s club if a joint effort with another group 

 
   The Yellow Candle Program gives us an opportunity to work with the  
  youth community of the synagogue who help with packing candles.   
  Candles are sent to college students away from home. The Rabbis’   
  support of the Men’s Club and the Candle Program ensures that   
  funds will be available to distribute candles and provide scholarships to  
  any students who wish to  visit to the Concentration Camps of Eastern  
  Europe 
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Holocaust Remembrance (Six Programs) – the single most galvanizing event of 
modern Judaism is the Holocaust and subsequent establishment of Israel.  As a result, 
Remembrance programs are central to NSS Beth El Men’s Club calendar of events.  The 
last two years have brought some of the most meaningful and heartfelt programs we’ve 
ever done.  The key to it all is the Yom HaShoah Candle Program.  The money we raise 
from that program is the sole funding source for all the rest of our Holocaust programs 
outlined below. 

• Annual Yom HaShoah Candle Program (4/4/06 and 3/20/07) - every year our 
own Joe Adler leads our Men’s Club in packing and sending out Yom HaShoah 
candles.  Done in conjunction with our Rabbi and Youth organizations, we pack 
and ship candles to the entire congregation and registered college students.  It is 
one of the most important and rewarding programs on our calendar.  The money 
raised from this program funds our Scholarship Program to visit the camps – see 
immediately below.(See Attached-Letter from Rabbis supporting Candle Program 
and Contribution Envelope)(See Attached -Synagogue Bulletin Announcing 
Candle 
Packing)







 



• Annual Student Scholarship Program to visit the Concentration Camps and 
report back to the Congregation* (4/23/06, in progress in ’07) - One way for 
our children to know and never forget the Holocaust is to actually go and visit the 
camps.  From the money we raise through the Yom HaShoah Candle Program, we 
offer scholarships of $250 each for students to visit Eastern Europe and the 
camps.  The culmination of the program is when our students speak at our Annual 
Holocaust Remembrance Program about their experience.  The program has 
grown over three years (four students in 2005, 9 in 2006) so that in 2007, 13 
students will participate!  We look forward to their report in April.  It is an 
incredibly moving program and ensures that the knowledge of the Shoah will be 
passed down through the generations.  

 



(Synagogue Bulletin Reporting on Student Speakers Presentation to Men’s 
Club)



 



(Report in Highland Park Newspaper of Students Speaking to Men’s 
Club)

 
(Students Speaking About Trip to Concentration Camps) 
 
• Our Survivors Speak* (4/10/05) – Our Holocaust program in 2005 was one of 

the most impactful programs we’ve ever had.  Five NSS Beth El members - 
survivors all - shared their experiences with the congregation.  One, Irwin 
Wygodny, had never spoken about his experiences in public before this event.  
All who attended will never forget it. 

• Kristallnacht and the Nuremberg Trials: Personal reflections of an eye 
witness Featuring Mr. Ernest Michel (11/9/05) – Mr. Michel, (Executive Vice 
President Emeritus of UJA-Federation) is the only Jew  and survivor to cover the 
Nuremberg Trials as a reporter for the German News  Agency under the byline 
"Auschwitz Survivor #104955".(See Attached-Synagogue Bulletin Announcing 
Kristallnacht 



program)

 
• Northwestern Controversy – One Student against a Holocaust Denier* 

(12/10/06) – Stuart Loren is a student who stood up to the University.  He made 



them confront the Holocaust denying Engineering Professor and limit his ability 
to spread his lies through the university web sites.  Stuart told us of his experience 
in standing up for fellow Jews, Holocaust victims and Israel. 

 



  


