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Torch Award Submission: TA11-086

 Full Title of Entry (80 char max): Essay Contest for Yom HaShoah Memorialization

 Entry Category (You can select up to 2, although you will only win in one):

___ Men’s Club Shabbat _X_ Yom HaShoah / Yellow Candle ___ Israel / Masorti ___ Hebrew Literacy / Ritual Literacy

___ Hearing Men’s Voices ___ Men’s Health _X_ Youth Programming ___ Programs for Young Men (21-40)

___ World Wide Wrap ___ Shomrei Ha’aretz ___ Club Administration ___ Non-FJMC Program

___ Best Overall Programming* [*Best Overall Programming is not on the basis of a single program, but your club’s entire year. A single program submitted in this
category will be re-categorized.]

___ I’m not sure, so please select for our club’s submission.

 Contact Person: Mike Brodsky

 Email address for Contact Person: brodsky126@yahoo.com

 Club number & Club name: [#_] Men's Club of Congregation Beth Shalom Clearwater, Florida 'Amen'
#1328
[Is it a Men’s Club or a Brotherhood? Please specify]

 Number of club members: 90

 Synagogue name, city and state: Congregation Beth Shalom Clearwater, Florida

 Club President name (at time of entry): Blake Lenett

 Club President name (at time of convention): Blake Lenett

 Person preparing entry: John Hopengarten

 Email address of person preparing: john@westchasegrp.com

Part II. Summary Information ( 2 – 3 sentences): With an effort to spread the issues of the Holocaust
throughout the community, school children from the area were invited to submit written essays based
on different annual topics dealing with the Holocaust. A panel of judges awarded prizes for each school
level (elementary, middle and high school) entry. Awards were presented at the Yom Hashoah annual
event. Our men's club has sponsored this event for the last two years.

Part III. By submitting this document, I certify, on behalf of the club, that this submission has not
been submitted by our club for a Torch Award in a previous year.

Part IV. Entry Documentation
[Include your entry information in one document or provide one referenced document. If there is substantial documentation which
you’re providing so other clubs can do the program, but is NOT essential to understanding what the program was or how it was
accomplished, please identify such information as ‘Appendix’ so that Judge does not have to review the material. If you’re going
to provide electronic copies of pictures, please use a graphic program to reduce the size of the individual photos, and realize that
the judges don’t know who the people are in the photos, so use such photos sparingly. As the submission documents are distributed
to the judges electronically, please convert any written portion into an electronic file. If you need assistance in this, ask prior to
submitting.]
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Holocaust Essay Contest

For the last two years, the Men's Club at Congregation Beth Shalom of Clearwater, Florida (Amen) has sponsored the Holocaust
Essay Contest. Students from grades 4 – 12 are asked to put into words the meaning of the Holocaust either through essays, poems
or multi-media. Their words can be from experiences told to them by relatives and acquaintances or from their own feelings of the
event as learned in school programs or at exhibits.

The contest is open to all students from the school grades above and although it has become a program at the local Jewish Day
School, it can be expanded to other religious and non-religious schools.

Each child submits original works to a panel of judges which awards based on content, originality and sensitivity. Each winner has
an opportunity to read his/her work during the award ceremony.

The purpose of the contest is to inspire young minds into the horrors that can befall a people if tyranny is left unchecked. Tolerance
and understanding is best taught to the youth so that as they mature they have better view of the world as it exists and what the
future may hold.

Each year a different subject, regarding the Holocaust, sets the tone of the program. Students have a number of weeks to prepare
and submit. These are individual works and not team endeavors.

We believe that this program should be promoted by the FJMC due to its involvement in two other programs; the
Holocaust/Yellow Candle Project and the Youth Programming. What better way to unify Jews and non Jews alike in the expression
of words regarding a dark time in world history.

Attached please find flyers from the event. Copies of the awarded essays are available upon request.

Please consider the value of this program to the FJMC internationally and to the students that participate.

Respectfully yours,

John Hopengarten
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