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 ROBERT KATZ
Birkenau? That is what they are now calling one of the Killing Centers right? Were there other killing centers? Are there any other survivors from one of these places?
  [image: http://accountsoftheholocaust.org/accountsoftheholocaust/media/Avatars/irene-blasz-csillag.jpg?ext=.jpg]IRENE BLASZ CSILLAG (Auschwitz-Birkenau)
My mother, sister and I were sent to the right. They took us all into a very large hall where, immediately, some men and women shaved off our hair. They then ordered us to undress; take off everything. So, there we were, completely naked in front of all those SS soldiers and were ordered to take a quick shower. After that we received a long, grey, rag to wear… By this time all the others; the old people like my grandparents, or the pregnant women like my aunt, or my cousins who were too young; were sent to the left. The Nazis didn't need them. We never saw them again. None of them came back. Not one.
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In Majdanek they took everything. 
Everything. I mean, the rings were cut off, earrings were pulled out of their 
lobes. Every orifice was checked. All our documents, everything, everything 
was taken away from us.
 
[image: http://accountsoftheholocaust.org/accountsoftheholocaust/media/Avatars/abraham-goldfarb.png?ext=.png]ABRAHAM GOLDFARB (Treblinka)
On the way to the gas chambers, on both sides of the fence, stood Germans with dogs… The Germans beat the people with whips and iron bars so they would run and push to get into the ‘showers’ quickly…. The Germans urged the running victims with yells of “Faster, faster, the water is getting cold, and the others have to use the showers too.”
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I don’t know how we survived with the rations. We carried on with work. We had to knit a sock a day. We had to undo the cardigans and jumpers from all the transports. The transports were coming day and night.
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The distance from Chelmno to the forest was 4 kilometers. During the ride gas entered the van [through a grid on the floor]. When the doors opened you could see that all the dead were injured. Everyone wanted to survive, to live so they scratched each other. It was terrible. When the van reached the furnace, two people entered. The furnace was already lit…
This happened every two days. They pulled out gold teeth along with the flesh. I sat and removed the gold from the flesh. It smelled awful. I collected the victims teeth.
 
[image: http://accountsoftheholocaust.org/accountsoftheholocaust/media/Avatars/shlomo-pieprz.jpg?ext=.jpg]SHLOMO PIEPRZ (Blechhammer, a sub-camp of Auschwitz)
They gave us the striped clothes and it was very cold… and they gave us shoes.  Shoes from the people that got killed in Auschwitz. Second hand shoes and then we went for a shower, a very cold shower, not a hot shower… they gave me the number on my hand. The number was 184738 and that was my name actually, no more a name. They used to wake us up early in the morning, like six o'clock. They used to count us and they called out not the name, they called out the number and I had to say: “Yes, Jawohl” I’m here.  To count if somebody is not missing but if somebody was missing then they could take out a few people and shot them straight away. But it was very difficult to get out from that camp.  Nobody could run away from that camp.  They had a big wall and electric fences. In that camp they used actually to hang people every few weeks.  Just to show the other people, for nothing they used to hang them, just to frighten the other… people.
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I was chosen to work and was taken to another camp, which was Birkenau, about two miles away [from] Auschwitz. They took us to a place called ‘the showers’. We walked over there and they cut our hair. They took everything away from us and they put a number on our arm. This was our name. 
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I understood that they’d been brought to Treblinka from the prison, that my Mother’s connections hadn’t helped.
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How did you recognise it as her coat amongst all those clothes?
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Because she sewn on cuffs, entirely green cuffs. It was a brown coat. But there hadn’t been anything suitable in the ghetto, so Mum had sewn on this green fabric.
And underneath the coat, I saw my sisters skirt – navy blue with stripes. 
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What did a discovery like that mean to you?
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Among all those clothes lying there, I saw my sisters coat. 
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I am so sorry…
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I didn’t cry. I didn’t cry by those… by the coat. Not a single tear dropped down my face, oh no. That hatred was far greater than the tears.
[image: http://accountsoftheholocaust.org/accountsoftheholocaust/media/Avatars/robert-katz.jpg?ext=.jpg]ROBERT KATZ
How old were you?
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I was 13 years old.
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So they made Jewish prisoners perform these horrendous jobs? 
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I do not have the words, I cannot describe how we in the work groups felt, how we carried on living as we witnessed our fellow Jews being murdered, as we heard the cries of anguish. Day after day the same horrors and despair. I speak for myself, though I am sure almost all in the work groups felt the same. We were not dead but we were not alive, each suffered for our fellow Jews and knew that he too would soon be killed.
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But Rudolf Reder – you managed to escape – tell us about that?
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Near the end of November 1942, Gestapo officer Irman told me that there was a shortage of iron building materials in the camp. He knew that I worked with these materials and would know where to find them, so I would be sent by truck with guards to Lvov to get the materials… We found the materials in Lvov. Four guards left the truck to go for drinks and left me and one guard in the truck. I noticed that the guard had fallen asleep. Without hesitation I got out of the truck and pretended to examine the iron materials. I saw the guard still slept, and I began to walk slowly… Many people were in the area but fortunately it was evening and misty. I pulled my cap well down over my face. My Polish landlady lived in the area. I came to her and begged her to give me shelter. This dear lady took a terrible risk and hid me and fed me for 20 months, until the Red Army liberated this part of Poland in July 1944
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Do you think of these places ever?
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In my dreams and in my waking hours I see the ghastly scenes in Belzec and hear the anguished cries.
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Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, which has turned my life into one long night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed: Never shall I forget the smoke beneath the silent blue sky.
Never shall I forget those flames which consumed my faith forever.
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