Land Mammals
There is only one representative of the rabbit family frequently found in South Florida national parks. The marsh rabbit is common in higher fresh water marshes, pinelands, and coastal prairies. It is not uncommon to see the marsh rabbit swimming, for it has adapted to its “wet world.” Cottontails do occur in the park, but very infrequently. Raccoons and opossums are creatures common to most habitats. These creatures are omnivores with varied diets, although the raccoon primarily eats turtle eggs and small aquatic animals. The opossum is the only marsupial (pouched) animal in the Everglades(and in North America). 

The mangrove fox squirrel or Big Cypress fox squirrel is found only in south Florida. It is a beautiful animal, varying in color from black to gray to orange, but they almost always have a black face and a white nose. These squirrels make nests in trees, but come down to the ground to look for food. They eat seeds from pine and cypress cones, palm fruits, mushrooms, and insects. Never very common, this squirrel has become very rare, mostly due to habitat destruction. It is now listed as a threatened species. Its cousin, the gray squirrel is also infrequently seen in the Everglades. A few are occasionally seen near Royal Palm Hammock.

Marine Mammals
The West Indian manatee, or sea cow, is a massive, thick-skinned mammal with paddle-like forelimbs. It is
grey-brown in color, weighs between 790 and 1,190 pounds, and is eight to fifteen feet in length. Manatees
inhabit slow-moving rivers, shallow estuaries, and salt water bays where they feed on aquatic vegetation.
They are essentially gentle animals and have been used as agents for aquatic weed control. It is thought
that about 1300 manatees live in Florida’s waters. The manatee is an endangered species. Its survival is
threatened due to injuries from boat propellers, vandal attacks, poaching, getting caught in canal gates,
and habitat destruction. Manatees are protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and by the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, although neither law protects them from boat propellers or vandals. 


Another marine mammal that lives in coastal waters is the Atlantic bottlenose dolphin. It likes to hunt for
schools of silver or striped mullet, and can often be seen along the mangrove shorelines.

Invertebrates
Invertebrates are animals that do not have backbones. They include insects and spiders, but also snails, worms, clams,
sponges, crabs, lobsters, shrimp, and crayfish to name a few. Because of their lower position on the food chain, these
creatures are critical to the diets of many South Florida fish, birds, mammals, and reptiles.


Amphibians
Amphibians like reptiles, are “cold blooded.” Amphibians are animals who commonly spend the first part of their life in the water, breathing through gills. As adults, they may still live in the water but use lungs to breathe. They include frogs, toads, and salamanders. Many are common, but are more often heard than seen because they are out only at night (nocturnal) or are very well camouflaged. The eighteen species of amphibians found in the Everglades include the smallest frog in North America, the little grass frog.

Fish
Fish are water-dwelling vertebrate animals that breathe through gills. Because they lack internal mechanisms for raising the body temperature above that of their environment, fish are said to be “cold-blooded.” Some fish live only in fresh water; others only in salt water.

Exotics
“Exotics” are plants and animals that have been introduced to South Florida by humans. Since they have not evolved in
association with the other plants and animals living here, many exotic species have detrimental effects to the native flora and fauna.
Endangered: A species, subspecies or isolated population that is, or soon may be, in immediate danger of extinction unless the species or its habitat is fully protected and managed for its survival.

Threatened: A species, subspecies or isolated population that is very likely to become endangered in the near future unless the species or its habitat is fully protected and managed for its survival. Endangered Species**

Endangered:

Insects 
Schaus Swallowtail Butterfly 

Reptiles
American Crocodile 
Green Turtle 
Leatherback Turtle 

Birds
Wood Stork 
Snail Kite 
Red-Cockaded Woodpecker 
Seaside 

Mammals
Key Largo Cotton Mouse 
Key Largo Wood Rat 
West Indian Manatee 
Florida Panther 

Threatened Species**

Plants
Garber’s Spurge 

Invertebrates
Stock Island Tree Snail 

Reptiles
American Alligator 
Eastern Indigo Snake 
Loggerhead Turtle 

Birds
Southern Bald Eagle 
Arctic Peregrine Falcon 
Piping Plover 
Roseate Tern 

** These are federally listed endangered and threatened species. This list may vary from the state list of
endangered and threatened species. A species status may change. For updates call the Florida Game &
Freshwater Fish Commission.
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