Funky Gathering Under One, um, Roof
Rabbi Jeffrey Abraham

Mishna Sukkah 3:2

If one builds his sukkah on the top of a wagon or on the deck of a ship, it is valid, and
they may go up into it on Yom Tov. If at the top of a tree or on the back of a camel, it is
valid, but they may not go up into it on Yom Tov. If two (walls) were formed by a tree
and one by hand, or if two by hand, and one by a tree, it is valid but they may not go up
into it on Yom Tov. If three by hand, and one by a tree, it is valid and they may go up
into it on Yom Tov. This is the general principle: in every case where, if the tree were
removed, the sukkah could stand by itself, it is valid and they may go up into it on a
Yom Tov.
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B. Talmud Sukkah 23a

If he used an animal as a wall of the Sukkah, R. Meir declares it invalid and R. Judah
valid, for R. Meir was wont to say, Whatever contains the breath of life can be made
neither a wall for a Sukkah, nor a side-post for an alley nor boards around wells, nor a
covering stone for a grave. In the name of R. Jose the Galilean they said, Nor may a
bill of divorcement be written upon it. What is the reason of R. Meir? Abaye replied,
Lest it die. R. Zera replied, Lest it escape. Concerning an elephant securely bound, all
agree [that the Sukkah is valid], since even though it die, there is still ten [handbreadths
height] in its carcass. Regarding what then do they dispute? Regarding an elephant
which is not bound. According to him who says, Lest it die, we do not fear; according to
him who says, We fear lest it escape, we do fear. But according to him who says, Lest it
die, let us fear also lest it escape? Rather say, Regarding an elephant which is not
bound, all agree [that the Sukkah is invalid]; regarding what do they dispute? Regarding
an [ordinary] animal which is bound: According to him who says, Lest it die, we fear [for
that], according to him who says, Lest it escape, we have no fear. But according to him
who says, Lest it escape, let us fear lest it die? Death is not a frequent occurrence. But
is there not an open space between [the animal's legs]? [It refers to] where he filled it in
with branches of palms and bay-trees. But might it not lie down? [It refers to] where it
was tied with cords from above.
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B. Talmud Eiruvin 82a

A child who is not dependent upon his mother is liable to the obligations of sukkah and
when the point was raised as to what child may be regarded as independent of his
mother it was explained at the school of R. Jannai: Any child who, when attending to his
needs, does not require his mother's assistance. R. Simeon b. Lakish explained: Any
child who, when awaking, does not cry “mother.” “Mother!” - Is this imaginable? - Do
not bigger children also cry “mother”? Rather say: Any child who, when he wakes, does
not persistently cry “mother.” And what [is the age of such a child]? About four or five!
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