Summary Introduction
A men’s only adult Education class focused on the issue of “finding relevancy within Judaism” in the world in which we live.
Detailed Program Description
Our “Mens Study Group” is all about finding “relevancy” within Judaism.  Giving men the opportunity to honestly discuss where they stand on basic theological issues such as: God, Prayer, Liturgy, Jewish Identity, Holy Living, Israel, Charity and anything else that the modern Jew is apt to wrestle with.  Everything is on the table and the class promotes group participation, it’s not a lecture series followed by Q and A.  We discuss in detail, a variety of subjects, which in most Congregations will not generally be addressed from the Bima.  While the classes evolve around a text, the sessions are facilitated in such a way as to use the weekly readings as a segue into a variety of related topics.  The classes and related questions, target a diverse adult audience with varying Judaic backgrounds.
Program Documents (See Attached)
Promotional Flyers, copy of facilitators class notes. 
Program Advanced Planning
Program is led by one or more facilitators who identify and preview suitable texts to use for the classes. From that point on, we allow 4-6 weeks for publicity and to allow the participants time to order the required book.   We focus on books which:  can be broken down into small reading units; are readily available; and inexpensive.
Special Requirements
The key to the class success hinges on the facilitators, who must be prepared and enthusiastic. They need to guide the session, encourage participation, and create challenging questions based on the designated readings for the week  - which in turn stimulates discussion.
Marketing
The upcoming classes are announced and marketed through flyers which are sent to all members of the Mens club.  In addition, the flyer is attached to the weekly synagogue bulletin for several weeks prior to the starting date in an effort to also attract those who are not members of the Brotherhood or perhaps are only seasonal synagogue members.  The class is also noted on the Synagogue web site and mentioned in the weekly Shabbat handouts.  We welcome any interested male participants, whether or not they are members of our Congregation.

Impact
Anytime you can capture and retain an adult audience willing to invest the time to prepare for and attend classes on Judaic content - it’s clearly a win/win.   We have succeeded in building a cadre of students who attend eagerly and with regularity.  They actually look forward to the next book and class.
FJMC
Our class at times calls for “soul searching” on core issues surrounding Jewish theology and identity.  Our men at times share personal beliefs, concerns and experiences which serve to bond the participants in ways which was never anticipated when the class was conceived.
